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Sen. Slossberg, Rep. Spallone and distinguished members of the Government Administrations and
Elections Committee. Thank you for giving us the opportunity to present written testimony on
HB 5515 An Act Concerning Government Efficiency Through Regionalization in Cennecticut and
HB No. 5520 An Act Concerning the Conveyance of Certain Parcels of State Land.

DMHAS has several concerns about HB 5515 as proposed. DMHAS currently operates our service
system through local systems of care that serve multiple cities and towns. We have regional advocacy
structures that provide advice to our agency on local psychiatric and substance abuse treatiment needs.
Those advocacy structures are made up of people in recovery and their families as well as local
officials or appointees. They are a strong voice for local accountability, outcome measures and
quality assurance.

HI3 5515, as written, does not provide for individuals with expertise in our service system to play a
crucial role in deciding what the behavioral health needs are for a specific region in the state. [t does
not take into account the fact that we operate inpatient psychiatric and substance use beds throughout
the state that are used on statewide basis and are not regionally driven. [t does not recognize our
General Assistance Behavioral Health Program rate setting structures nor does it recognize the role of
Connecticut Valley Hospital, DMITAS” inpatient psychiatric hospital,
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